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Gentlemen, 

It is to your exertions and excellent 
management that the Cancer Hospital owes its 
present prosperous position ; and it is to you I 
owe the opportunities I have had of studying 
this disease on an extensive scale (6,000 cases), 
It affords me the greatest pleasure to thank 
you for the liberal means you have always 
placed at the disposal of yom: medical staff 
for the benefit of the patients — no restric- 
tions of any kind having been placed on the 
use of expensive medicines, surgical appliances, 
nutritious diet, wine, &c., making your institu- 
tion resemble a Home for the Sick more than an 
ordinary hospital ; and while you have invariably 
afforded us every opportunity of trying all new 
modes of treatment, you hate always protected 
us and our patients from the host of pretenders 
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having secret remedies for the cure of this 
disease. That you and all those philanthropic 
noblemen, ladies, and gentlemen, who have so 
liberally supported our truly Christian charity 
may long be spared to continue the good work, 
is the sincere wish of 

Your obliged and obedient servant, 

Alex. Marsden. 



PREFACE. 



The plan of treatment recommended in this 
volume has been most successful in my own 
hands, and in those of many other surgeons who 
have adopted it. It is not intended to supersede 
the use of the knife, but to be used for those cases 
in which that instrument would be useless, or 
in which a good caustic can do the work 
better; as such I offer it to the profession at 
large. 

In the first part, I have endeavoured to give 
a concise but systematic description of every 
form of Cancer and Tumour assimilating Cancer, 
in order that practitioners and students, whose 
opportunities of studying this disease have been 
limited, may be enabled at once to distinguish 
each variety by its own peculiarities. I am not 
aware that this has before been attempted, and 
must plead it as my excuse for the many short- 
comings of the present volume. 



VUl PREFACE. 

It aflfords me great pleasure to acknowledge 
the valuable services Mr. Hajrward, our excel- 
lent house sTu*geon at the Cancer Hospital, has 
always rendered me in all my investigations; 
and to our artist, Mr. C. D' Alton, I feel deeply 
indebted, for the beautiful and unique coUection 
of drawings from life his pencil has produced. 

66, LiNC0LN*8 Inn Fields, W.C, 
December, 186a 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Only a few years since hospital physicians and 
surgeons of the highest standing, as well as 
general practitioners, gave the poor sufferers 
from Cancer who applied to them but one reply, 
— ^^ Your case is hopeless ; we can be of no service 
to you;" and they spoke the truth. Cancer was 
then looked upon as rare, and the death of those 
afflicted with it as certain. There were many 
medical men who had scarcely ever seen a case, 
and comparatively harmless tumours even in the 
present day are confounded with Cancer, often 
from ignorance, and by irregular practitioners 
frequently from design. If we glance at the 
columns of the medical press of sixteen or seven- 
teen years ago we shall find few cases recorded, and 
no rational mode of treatment recommended, with 
perhaps the exception of the knife. Although a 
few leading medical men had for some time care- 
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fully studied this malady, so fax as their limited 
field of observation would permit, it was not till 
the establishment of the Cancer Hospital, seven- 
teen years ago, that the first grand step was 
taken. Here hundreds of cases are collected 
fi'om all parts of the world, and a field of obser- 
vation presented such as cannot be found else- 
where; every variety of the disease and every 
caprice of its development may here be seen. 
Malignant growths in infancy, and those advanced 
to the fearful ulceration of cancer, are made 
fiuniliar to the eye. The previous history of 
every patient is taken, all former treatment care- 
fully inquired into, all collateral circumstances 
accurately noted. To this institution it has been 
my good fortune to belong since its foundation, 
and I need hardly say that neither myself nor 
colleagues have allowed any opportunity to pass 
unnoticed without learning much concerning the 
progress and treatment of this disease. It is not 
my present intention to enter on the general 
treatment of Cancer, but to draw attention to a 
practical method, to the development of which I 
have devoted years of carefiil observation, and 
can now confidently recommend. I, however, 
think it desirable to give a slight sketch of the 
vaiious forms this disease assumes, and after- 
wards to point out those to which this mode of 
treatment may be applied, with hope of success. 
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I shall also pass under notice those diseases and 
tumours which may be mistaken for Cancer, to 
some of which this treatment may also be 
applied. I divide Cancer into five orders, and 
some of these present several varieties. Thus : — 

Order 1. Scirrhus. 

Varieties 1. Ligneous Scirrhus, globular. 



2. 


?5 ?3 


Ra,(lia.ted or 
branched. 


3. 


>? ?: 


, en masse. 


4. 


>> >; 


> cuirass formed. 


5. 


J? >. 


, atrophic. 


6. 


Lardaceous ,, 


» 


7. 


?? > 


, cavernous. 



Order 2. Medullary. 

Varieties 1. Fungoid Medullary. 
2. Lardaceous ,, 

Order 3. Epithelial. 

Varieties L Hard Epithelial. 

2. Soft „ 

3. Surface ,, 

4. Deep ,, 

5. Warty ,, 

6. Pedun- 

culated 



?? 



Order 4. Melanotic. 
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Order 5. Cystic or Colloid. 

Varieties 1 . Cystic or colloid, in combination 

with scirrhus or medullary 
cancer. 

2. Cystic or colloid, in combination 
with adenoids, &c. (not can- 
cerous). 

3. Cysts, or colloid matter alone 
(not cancerous). 

Besides these five orders there is a disease, 
although strictly speaking not cancerous, viz., 
lupus (rodent ulcer), almost as malignant and 
destructive. Tumours are also met with, which 
cannot be classed under any particular head, 
many not being malignant, others running from 
one variety to another, or exhibiting the charac- 
teristics of even two or more at the same time. 

Cancer attacks females in preference to males, 
in the ratio of about five to one, scirrhus being 
the most frequent enemy of the former, epithe- 
lial of the latter ; each sex is also more liable to 
the disease in one region than another. To 
illustrate all these points, I cannot do better than 
give the following table, derived from the records 
of the Cancer Hospital, since its foundation : — 

STATISTICAL STATEMENT OF PATEENTS RECJEIVED FROM THE 
COMMENCEMENT, IN THE YEAR 1851, TJP TO THE 31ST 
DECEMBER, 1867. 

Males. Females. Total. 

Out-Patients .. 918 .. .. 4,661 .. .. 5,579 

In-Patients . . 452 . . . . 1,415 . . . . 1,867 

1,370 6,076 7,446 
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XV 



Of the Out-Patients discharged with disease arrested or 

x61X6 V6CL •• •• •• 

Cured by constitutional and local treatment. . 
Discontinued attendance in consequence of residing at too 

great a distance from London, or unable to attend from 

some other cause 
Died at their own residences . . 
At present under treatment 
Of the In-Patients discharged with disease arrested or 

relieved . . 
Treated by operation, and discharged cured . . 
Successfully treated without operation, and discharged cured 
x/iecL *•• •• •• •• 

In Hospital at the end of the year 

Total 
Situation of Disease. 



Male. 

Face and Lip 

Tongue 

Special Organs 

Arm and Hand . . 

Bones of Face 

Breast and Breast Bone 

Eye. . 

Abdominal Viscera 

Back 

Thigh 

Fauces 

Foot 

Bectum 

Neck 



58a 

372 

131 

42 

45 

75 

19 

45 

6 

6 

14 

5 

16 

14 



Female. 

Breast 

Special Organs . . 

Face 

Lip 

Tongue 

Eye 

Side 

Arm 

Abdominal Viscera 

Fauces and Oesophagus 

Foot 

Rectum 

Neck 



Total .. .. 1,370 

Nature of Disease. 



Total . 



1,563 
582 



2,427 
463 
544 

1,317 
131 
138 
243 

38 

7,446 



. 4,381 

. 1,163 

137 

5 

. 170 

32 

12 

31 

53 

50 

16 

8 

20 

. 6,076 





Male. 


Female 


Surface or Epithelial . . 


. . 1,022 


445 


Hard or Scirrhus 


127 


4,321 


Soft or Medullary 


42 


242 


Bony or Osteoid 


30 


5 


Cystic 


6 


273 



1,227 



5,286 
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Brought forward 6,513 

Cases of a Doubtful Character. 

Lupus, Benign Tumours, &c. . . 933 



Total 7,446 



In the second or ulcerative stage of the disease . . 3,321 
Average duration of disease previous to coming to 

the Hospital . . . . 2 years 9 months 

Had relations previously aflPected with Cancer 1,015 

Average age when attacked . . 47 

Had been operated on previous to coming to the 

Hospital . . . . 702 

And average lapse of time before the disease returned 6 months 
Cases ascribed to blows and other causes . . 728 



This table cannot be regarded as perfectly 
correct, although every care has been taken to 
make it as much so as possible. Statistics of 
disease never have been, and never can be 
quite accurate. This much I may, however, 
say, it is the only table on a comprehensive 
scale that has ever been attempted. The 
difficulty that can never be got over is that, 
for various reasons, the surgeon loses sight of 
a number of patients after a few weeks or 
months' treatment. It will be observed that no 
less than 2,427 discontinued attendance, from 
residing at too great a distance, or were unable 
to attend from some other reason. Many of 
these cases, doubtless, are dead; many perhaps 
might have been cured or greatly relieved. 
Although these statistics show 1,563 cases relieved 
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and 582 cured out of 5,579 out-patients, it must 
not be forgotten that the average duration of 
the disease previous to coining to the hospital 
is nearly three years, so long a period indeed, 
that all hope of cure has long since been removed 
in the majority, and even arrest rendered highly 
improbable in many. Thus it will at once be 
seen that the cured and relieved would bear a 
far higher ratio, if compared with the number 
of recent cases treated, say that had not existed 
more than one year ; still higher if six months. 
Nor in considering the number of deaths known 
to have occurred amongst the out-patients, viz., 
463 : and 243 out of 1,867 in-door patients, 
must tliis fact be forgotten, and also that many 
poor creatures are brought in a dying con- 
dition. It is not my practice to operate in 
cancer, unless all other available means have 
failed ; and it is, therefore, most gratifying to 
find, that of the whole number operated on, 
none have suffered any ill effects, and 131 have 
been discharged cured ; so far as time can show, 
an ample proof, I think, that the knife has 
not been injudiciously employed. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE FIVE OEDERS OE CANCER. 
ORDER I. ^SCIRRHUS AND ITS VARIETIES. 

I SHALL now proceed and inquire into the pecu- 
liarities and distinctive features each order pre- 
sents, the first being scirrhus or hard cancer, the 
varieties of which are as follows : — 



Varieties. — 1 . Ligneous Scirrhus, globular. 



2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. Lardaceous 

7 






?> 



radiated or 
branched. 
en masse. ' 
cuirass-formed. 



atrophic. \ 



\ 



cavernous. 



These are the seven decided varieties pre- 
sented, and we shall find each possessing some- 

B 2 
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thing innately its own, yet all having appearances 
in common. 

1. Ligneous Scirrhus Globular is the type of this 
order ; the term was first given it by M. Velpeau, 
the (listingTiished French surgeon, who considered 
it to possess the hard and resisting feel of wood. 
Making these comparisons is the only way an 
idea of this kind can be conveyed from one 
person to another. At the same time it is 
attended with great difficulty, for in nature there 
are no two things alike. However, it being the 
only means, we must use it and convey the best 
notion we can. I cannot think that M, Velpeau 
has selected in wood a substance that gives the 
best idea of "ligneous cancer." Wood cannot, 
without great labour, be cut with a knife, except 
with the grain, and in this case is spht rather 
than cut. "Ligneous scirrhus" can be easily 
cut in any direction, and will not split ; it feels 
like sohd India-rubber, and in appearance, when 
cut, resembles a stringy turnip more than any- 
thing else, but is elastic, and from the surfaces a 
thick cream-Hke juice (cancer juice) exudes. Of 
the seven varieties of scirrhus it will be observed, 
that five are of the ligneous or harder kind, two 
only being of a softer natm'c, foi-ming the Unk 
between scirrhus and medullary cancer. 

Ligneous scirrhus globular is generally fii-st 
discovered by accident. In one case a lady, 
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while dressing, finds she has a hard lump in 
her breast, perhaps only the size of a bean or 
even as large as a small walnut ; in another her 
attention is first arrested by a shooting pain ; in 
each instance the disease may, and in all pro- 
bability has, existed for some weeks or even 
months without giving pain or cause for appre- 
hension; but no sooner has the discovery of it 
been made, than the patient becomes alarmed, 
and believes she has a cancer ; and should it be 
so, and of the globular kind, we may expect to 
find the following appearances : the tumour will 
feel deeply seated in the gland (provided it is in 
the breast), of a slightly elastic but hard nature, 
more or less globular in form, its surface not 
being perfectly smooth, but giving the idea of a 
bundle of lactiferous tubes strongly knotted to- 
gether, and although the tumour will be fi^eely 
moveable in the breast, and its size pretty accu- 
rately defined, yet it will convey the idea of 
being composed of the gland itself, rather than 
a distinct and separate formation. Up to this 
time the skin has undergone no particular change, 
but as the disease advances it will present very 
peculiar and characteristic appearances; the at- 
tention will first be arrested by its becoming 
more dense, and of a pale or even leaden hue ; 
gradually it will be attracted or drawn as it 
were to the tumour, until it becomes adherent 
to some portion. The surface of the breast is 
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now drawn to a central point, giving rise to deep 
puckerings radiating from it, Sliould the tumour 
be in the region of the nipple, it becomes re- 
tracted. The patient will experience lancinating 
pain shooting through the breast, severe and 
frequent. This is globular scirrbus in its first 
stage. Now begins the second. The skin over 
the tumour is by this time firmly attached to it, 
the puckerings become deeper and harder, and 
the central portion usually presents a smooth 
appearance of a red colour, and moist. It is 
here ulceration will commence, or else around 
the nipple a large deep ulcer will soon be formed, 
eating its way into the breastj its edges becoming 
thick and prominent and overlapping the sur- 
roimding skin. The tumour increases in size, 
the ulceration spreads, a profuse discharge pours 
from the surface, the patient sinks from exhaus- 
tion or dies from haemorrhage. This is the course 
of unchecked scirrbus. During the progress of 
the disease the glands in the axilla most probably 
become induiated, and the arm on the affected 
side greatly swollen and edcematoua. 

I have here given the brief history of this form 
of scirrbus, and have described it in its most 
virulent shape ; for although it may, and indeed 
sometimes does, run through its difi'erent stages 
in a fearful and rapid way, still all the symptoms 
will frequently be found less severe, and their 
development much slower, and in its worst tbrm 
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it may remain, under judicious treatment, for 
years stationary, and in some instances retro- 
grade. 

2. Ligneous Scirrhm^ Radiated or Branched. — 
This variety runs through its course in a manner 
very similar to that just described. The two 
kinds are closely allied, for both may at different 
periods be seen in the same tumour, or even 
exist at the same time in separate ones. On 
examining a tumour of this kind, instead of the 
circumscribed form, we shall have great difficulty 
in ascertaining the extent of the disease, for 
while in globular scirrhus its growth takes place 
in a uniform manner, the radiated throws out 
roots in various directions, altering the tissues 
through which they pass, and gradually convert- 
ing them into cancerous structure. These roots 
or bands are easily felt by the hand, but can 
rarely be seen by the eye. It is this form of 
cancer from which the disease probably derived 
its name, from the resemblance seen by some in 
it to a crab with its claws extended. This variety 
differs from the preceding only in its want of 
uniformity ; the one is round and circimiscribed, 
the boundaries of the mass with accuracy deter- 
mined, the other from a nucleus or centre throw- 
ing out roots in various directions. These bands 
or cords, easily felt at their origin, will be found, 
if traced by the finger, to become less dense as 
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they proceed from the common centre or nucleus, 
their terminations being lost in the surrounding 
tissue. The second stages of these forms are 
the same. But it will be obvious, that to remove 
the round, well-defined mass of the former, will 
be an easy task in comparison with the diffi- 
culty of extirpating the root-like confusion of the 
latter. 

3. lAgneus Scirrhus en masse. — 'Kero the whole 
breast will commence to enlarge at once. It is 
generally not noticed for some time after it has 
commenced, in most cases giving but little pain, 
and merely imparting a fulness to the gland, 
which does not in any way alarm the patient. 
Having acquired a certaiu size, it becomes more 
dense, and pain comes on ; still continuing to 
harden, the pain increases, and the skin (which 
in all probability was affected from the first) 
begins to present peculiar appearances, becoming 
non-elastic, and showing depressions and promi- 
nences, and as the disease advances these become 
more conspicuous. After a time ulceration com- 
mences, and proceeds much in the same manner 
as in the radiated and globular scirrhus. Opera- 
tion by the knife is in this form inadmissible at 
any period. 

4. Ligneits Scirrhus. Cuirass-formed. — This, the 
fourth variety, is much more rare than the 



preceding, and has seldom been seen in this 
country ; it is, perhaps, the moat dreadful form of 
cancer, and that in which the sufferings of the 
patient are greatest, and the skiU of the surgeon 
of the least avail. The following case may bo 
taken as an excellent example : 

Christiana V.C — , age about 65, a highly accom- 
plished and amiable lady, had, for a year and a 
half, suffered from a ligneus scirrhus (globular), 
which, not yielding satisfactorily to treatment, 
was, in April, 1856, removed by Dr. W. Marsden 
and myself, and in a short time healed ; all went 
on well for some months, when, unfortunately, 
she was attacked with violent diarrhcea and 
vomiting ; a neighbouring surgeon was sent for, 
but after a foi-tnight's treatment, the patient stiU 
remaining in a dangerous condition, I was again 
called in, and found that although the diarrhcea, 
&c. had left her, she was in a most prostrate con- 
dition, and had, in my opinion, been kept far too 
low. By tonics and a more generous diet she re- 
gained strength. Unfortunately, her old enemy 
bad taken advantage of her weak condition to 
renew its attack, and once more I found indica- 
tions of cancer ; these, although at first slight, 
were very ominous, for within sis weeks, eight or 
ten hard patches had made their appearance in 
and around the cicatrix. These patches, at first 
about one-sixth of an inch in diameter, slightly 
elevated above the surrounding surface, flat, and 
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of a dull red colour, soon began to enlarge, 
and others to be added to their number ; and as 
they increased in size and number, they coalesced 
and became harder, forming dense plates of one, 
two, or oven more, inches in diameter. At an 
early period they appeared only on the front 
of the chest, afterwards on the back, until the 
whole thorax was comjjletcly encased, as in a 
vice. The bi'eathing, dm-ing all this time, gradu- 
ally became more and more difficiilt, till at the 
end of a few months, the patient died of exhaus- 
tion and suifocation. Such ia the terrible course 
of cuii'ass-formed cancer ; let us thank God it ia 
so rare. 

Two cases are also related in Dr. W. Marsden's 
translation of M. Velpeau's work, one of which I 
give verbatim. " Amongst the unfortunates whom 
I have seen in this state, I shall mention an 
English lady, dwelling in the Cliamp Elys^es, 
and in whom the entire chest, fi-om the flanks to 
the neck, from the lunbilicus to the larynx, from 
the loins to the occiput, had undergone the 
ligneous transformation, and who was, besides, 
covered with sciri'hus ulcers, with a crowd of 
cancerous crimpling (bosselures), as far as the 
arm-pits, and even on the shoulders. This poor 
woman, whoso arms were tluice thofr natural size, 
and hard as marble, had the respii-ation so small, 
so short, that she resembled a person in a state of 
straugulation;^ or one whose chest is violently 
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cauglit in a vice, unable to move arms or head, 
experiencing at every instant the most atrocious 
pains; she presented, when I saw her with 
Dr. Skiers, her attending physician, the most 
afllicting spectacle which can be imagined, utter- 
ing piercing cries, demanding death, without 
having the power of inflicting it, and incessantly 
praying for some one to administer a dose of 
opium sufficient to procure an eternal sleep.'^ 

6. Ligneous Scirrhus Atrophic. — In all the pre- 
ceding varieties, growth has been a main feature. 
We must now pass under our observation, a form 
of cancer differing essentially from all others, viz., 
the '^ atrophic," in which the tissues are con- 
densed, hardened, and shrivelled up. In the first 
indications of this disease, the nipple, which, in a 
healthy condition, boldly protrudes from the areola 
surrounding it, is found to be encompassed by a 
deep fossa of a dirty red colour, discharging an 
unhealthy ichorous secretion, and may, by an 
inexperienced person, be mistaken for an ordinary 
sore nipple, but by a carefiil examination, this 
error cannot well be fallen into, for on closely in- 
specting a case of this kind in its earlier phase, 
this fissure will be found formed, not by ordinary 
ulceration, but by the nipple being retracted or 
drawn into the mamma, and, of course, forming 
a deep pucker around it ; at first, nothing more 
will be noticed, but in the course of time, the 



breast under the nipple mil become hardened and 
contracted, the skin shrivelled, of a dirty colour, 
and of low "ritality, and the nipple become almost 
buned in the mamma, with an ichorous discharge 
exuding all around it, as already mentioned. In 
thia state the patient may remain for years, being 
able to perform many of the usual dutiea of life, 
stiffering no very great pain, and the cancer un- 
dergoing but little change. This must be regarded 
as fayourable, for on the other hand, ulceration 
may extend and soon involve the "whole breast. 
Atrophic scirrhus, however, may be considered 
one of the slowest and least terrible forms of cancer, 
and in skilful hands life may generally be pro- 
longed for years, with tolerable comfort to the 
patient. In all varieties of cancer past hope of 
cure, the aim of the surgeon shoxdd always be to 
induce this "atrophic " condition. 

6. Lardaceous Scirr/ius. — This variety strongly 
resembles the ligneous scirrhus en masse, and is 
principally distinguishable from it by being less 
dense, in consistency being between it and the 
medullary or encephaloid. It occurs more fre- 
quently in stout persons and those with full 
breasts than the spare ; those of the phlegmatic 
more than the sanguine temperament. This, more 
than other forms of cancer, often exists for a long 
period before the patient is aware of its presence ; 
and even when discovered to her, she cannot easily 
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be induced to beKeve it otherwise than normal. 
This is not at all to be wondered at, for frequently 
the disease may be present for many months 
without the least pain, and there are many women 
whose breasts, more particularly about the period 
of menstruation, assume a swollen condition, much 
resembling this disease at an early period. The 
tumour, which may or may not be distinct, is 
generally deeply seated, I believe never has a 
tendency to the branched variety, and strongly 
resembles that of scirrhus en masse^ but of a less 
dense feel. It may increase to a considerable size 
before it attacks the skin, but when it does so, it 
is in much the same manner as other forms of 
scirrhus. 

7. Lardaceous Scirrhm Cavernous. — This is a very 
peculiar and important form of cancer, which I 
have never seen described; many very striking 
examples have come under my notice, and when 
once seen it can never be forgotten, nor con- 
founded with any other form of cancer. I have 
named it as above : cavernous scirrhus. I believe it 
attacks persons only of considerable embonpoint 
and firmness of flesh, its specific feature consisting, 
in the formation by a peculiar kind of ulceration 
of a deep cavern-like ulcer, with but little or no 
previous swelling or hardness. Its usual seat of 
attack is either mamma, generally on the inner 
side, or midway between them over the stemimi. 
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These cancers usually give but little pain for some 
time, and before ulceration has set in, it ie difficiilt 
to induce the patient to believe there is anything 
the matter with her, and it is then only after the 
most careful examinations, that the true character 
of the disease can be surmised. At an early 
period, however, an impression will be con- 
veyed to our touch, that at a certain depth, 
the tissues are a little more dense and full 
than usual, but nothing like a distinct tumour will 
be found. This density and fulness will, after a 
very variable time, become a little more percep- 
tible, and perhaps occupy a rather larger area. 
The tissues have, in fact, become impregnated 
with the germs of cancer in the most insidious 
manner, but suddenly a spot on the skin will be- 
como red or hard, and ft-om this point ulceration 
will extend inwards, with astounding rapidity ; 
an ulcer of a cup-liko shape is formed, which 
quickly and surely increases in size and depth, 
eating away and burrowing in the mass of the 
tissues in all directions, forming a vast cavern-like 
ulcer ; the walls of the cavity have a pretty healthy 
appearance, are hard, and constantly endeavouring 
to throw out healthy granulations ; the surround- 
ing structures seem perfectly healthy, but perhaps 
a little more dense than usual (as in the first 
appearance of the disease), and the edges of the 
wound, although hard, are well defined, and on a 
plane with the surrounding parts. A cursory 
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examination of these caverns gives no idea of their 
real extent ; for example, Mrs. R., a patient of 
mine, a month or two before she died, appeared, 
at first sight, to be suffering from an ulcer of no 
very great size, situated on the inner side, and a 
little below the left breast ; but on lifting up this 
breast, which, though large, looked healthy, one 
of these enormous caverns would be discovered, 
into which a man could have thrust both his fists, 
and extending nearly to the collar bone. These 
ulcers, considering their extent, do not discharge 
very copiously, but a pearl-like liquid exudes 
from and adheres to their sides ; at an advanced 
period of the disease they often bleed freely. 



ORDER II. — MEDULLARY CANCER. 

Varieties, — 1. Fungoid Medullary. 

2. Lardaceous. do 

This order differs essentially from scirrhus, 
inasmuch as scirrhus is characterized by hard- 
ness, the medullary by softness; but in the 
breast, at an early period of the disease, they 
are not often distinguishable one from the other, 
and it is only as the tumour advances, that the 
distinctive features of each are seen : to other 
parts of the body this does not apply so much. 
By M. Velpeau and others, medullary cancer 
has been divided into two varieties. 
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1 and 2. — Fungoid and Lardaceous Medullary 
Cancer. — The fiingoid form is cliaracterized by 
bein^ very soft and growing in a cauliflower-like 
mass, easily broken down, and having a g^eat 
tendency to bleed freely from a number of small 
points. This form of disease may exist and 
remain dormant for yeare {vide Case No. 3), but 
when in an active state proceeds more rapidly 
than any other kind of cancer. The lardaceous 
form is not quite so soft, and does not break 
down so readily when touched with the finger, 
and shows in a less marked manner the vogetable- 
like appearance. With these exceptions, one 
history will suffice for both varieties. 

In tracing this species of cancer, from its first 
appearance in the breast to its fid! development, 
the following peculiarities will be observed : — A 
small tumour will be discovered, at first not 
distinguishable from scirrhus, as it in all respects 
resembles it, except perhaps that it may be a little 
softer and not attended with pain, but as the 
disease advances, a most marked difl'erence wiU 
be observed in the course of each. As the tumour 
increases in size, the skin, instead of being 
puckered, hardened, and drawn to the tumour, as 
in scirrhus, will be proti'uded, by degrees assum- 
ing a conical or nodulated appearance; at the same 
time will be thinned and glistening, more deeply 
tinged of a red or violet colour, and a number of 
minute vessels may be seen ramifying over the 
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surface. This nodule (there may exist more 
than one) has a hard base, which is in fact the 
original tumour ; it will continue to increase in 
size if left unchecked, and will* sooner or later 
burst and discharge, in some cases a considerable 
quantity of hematic pus, in others not much. As 
soon as this discharge has taken place, from the 
bottom of the cavity so formed, a fungoid growth 
commences, and after a time appears externally ; 
now being freed from all restraint, the rapidity 
of its progress is wonderfully accelerated, and 
an enormous mass is the result, sometimes ulcer- 
ating, sometimes sloughing, sometimes bleeding, 
and with few exceptions always increasing. 



ORDER III. — EPITHELIAL CANCER. 

Varieties. — 1. Hard Epithelial. 

2. Soft „ 

3. Surface „ 

4. Deep „ 

5. Warty „ 

6. Pedun- 

culated ,, 

This order of cancer is very common, particu- 
larly in the male sex ; on reference to the Statis- 
tical Table, it will be seen that of 1,467 persons 
so afficted, 1,022 were males, 445 females. But 

it is most remarkable that, although so large a 

c 
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number of lip cases are recorded among the 
former, only five liave occurred among the latter. 
It is this form of cancer that is peculiarly amen- 
able to tlie arsenical mucilage, and many cases 
that could not be attacked with the knife may be 
perfectly cured by its use, generally with bnt 
little pain. In the Table we say, " Surface or 
Epithelial Cancer ;" this is not a strictly correct 
definition (although generally considered so), for 
in some cases it commences deeply seated. In 
this opinion I am supported by Mr. Paget. 

Epithelial cancer attacks all parts of the body, 
but is moat fi'cquently seen on the lower lip, 
tongue, special organs, breast, arm, hand, &c. 
At its first appearance it rarely excites the alarm 
of the patient, and to an inexperienced person, 
there is then nothing to be seen, or felt, of a 
serious nature. It may commence (in the lip, 
for instance), as a small fissure, something like 
the cracked lip seen in winter, or as a small 
hard spot situated on the surface, and accom- 
panied by soreness of the mucous membrane ; 
sometimes, it will bo a tumour deeply seated; 
sometimes, it will project from the surface, in the 
form of a hard scab coveriug a sore ; this latter 
is most usual in the lip. In the tongue, pain 
of a slight nature, or a feeling of etiffiiess of one 
side of the organ, generally first draws the 
attention, followed by hardness, redness, and 
pain of a lancinating oharaoter, but occasionally 
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dull and continuous; commencing in this way, 
the tongue becomes swollen and indurated to 
a great extent, occasionally so much so, that the 
whole of it is involved, before any ulceration 
takes place. It is by no means uncommon, 
however, for ulceration to form the commence- 
ment of the disease, in which case it generally 
appears at the side, sometimes at the tip, rarely 
at the centre; with syphilitic ulceration of the 
tongue, the reverse of this is the rule, and should 
always be borne in mind in our diagnosis of 
the disease, together, of course, with the previous 
history of the case. The first appearance of 
epithelial cancer can almost always be traced 
to some exciting cause : of the tongue and 
lip, for instance, to the irritation caused by 
the tobacco-pipe or cigar, or to the contact of 
decayed, sharp-pointed, or dirty teeth, to blows, 
&c., and Case No. 16 is one of medullary 
cancer, that was clearly excited by the scratch 
of a rusty nail ; hence I am of opinion, that by 
attention to the teeth, and the avoidance of 
smoking, a person even having a tendency to 
epithelial cancer of the tongue or lip may, as 
a rule, delay the time of its first appearance, and 
perhaps avoid it altogether. 

I do not think it necessary to discuss the 
varieties of epithelial cancer separately. Perhaps, 
of all the forms it assumes, the warty is the most 
common. In many examples of this disease 

c 2 
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attacking the lip, labium or scrotum (clumiiey- 
sweeper's cancer), before ulceration, the part feels 
swollen, moderately hard, smooth, and shining, 
but, as Mr. Paget observes, "more often is 
coarsely granulated, or tuberculated, or lowly 
warty, like the surface of syphilitic condyloma, 
deriving this character usually from the enlarged 
and closely clustered papillae. The surfiice is 
generally moist with ichorous discharge, or 
covered with a scab, or with a soft material 
formed of detached epidermal scales. The firm- 
ness or hardness of the diseased part is various 
in degree in different instances ; it is very seldom 
extreme; the part, however firm, is usually 
flexible and pliant, and feels moderately tense 
and resilient on pressure. Commonly, it is mor- 
bidly sensitive, and the seat of increased afflux 
of blood. Its extent is, of course, various; but 
before ulceration the disease makes more pro- 
gross in length and breadth than in depth; so 
that when, for example, it occupies the whole 
border of a lip or of a labium, it may not exceed 
the third of an inch in thickness." 

"In other instances, or in other parts, a large 
mass is formed, the surface of which, when 
exposed by washing away the loose epidermoid 
cells which fill up its inequalities, is largely 
granulated or tuberculated, and is planned out 
into lobes by deeper clefts. Such growths are 
upraised, cauliflower-like ; and with this likeness 
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may be broken through the clefts into narrow- 
stemmed masses, formed each of one or more 
close-packed groups of enlarged tuberous and 
clavate papillae. The surface of such a growth 
shows usually its fall vascularity, for if it be 
washed it appears bare, and like the surface of 
common granulations, has no covering layer of 
cuticle. It may be florid, bleeding on slight 
contact, but more often it presents a dull or rusty 
vermilion tint, rather than the bright crimson 
or pink of common granulations, or of such warts 
as one commonly sees on the p?:epuce or glans 
penis." 

Sometimes epithelial cancers are seen in the 
form of a disc, two or three -eighths of an inch 
thick, surrounded by healthy tissues, half the 
thickness projecting above the surrounding skin 
or mucous membrane, the other half below, and 
generally more or less warty. They may also 
grow in the form of a cone, and if covered with 
a scab look something like syphilitic rupia, and 
occasionally they grow pedimculated. 



ORDER IV. — MELANOTIC CANCER. 

Surgeons and Pathologists differ much respecting 
the distinctive character of the black cancer ; 
some, viz. Velpeau, Maisonneuve, Marsden, &c., 
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regarding it as a distinct variety or order of 
carcinoma ; others, viz. Paget, B^rard, Broca, 
&c., holding that it is merely the medullary 
or scirrhus, with the presence of a black pig- 
ment, deposited in and exuding from the tissues. 
Undoubtedly from the surface of an ulcerated 
meduUary or scirrhus cancer, a thick black dis- 
charge often takes place, continuing so to do 
aa long as the disease lasts. The following is 
an example : — 

Mrs. H — , aged 65, first consulted me in 1860. 
She had about two years previously noticed a 
small hard tumour in the left breast, the size of 
a nut, accompanied by severe shooting pain. Dr. ■ 
Bateman, who first saw it, pronounced it cancer, J 
and recommended removal ; to this she would 
not submit. The tumour increased in size and 
ulcerated. It was now that my father, the late 
Dr. Mareden, and myself, first saw her. It was 
a true sciri'hus cancer of the lardaceoua variety. 
A fungus growth appeared through the opening, 
and overlapping the breast on all sides, soon 
covered the entire gland. The whole mamma 
appeared as if it had been turned inside out ; the 
diseased mass was about four inches in diameter, 
and projected from the surrounding parts about 
two inches. During the last six years of her 
life, it continued to discharge copiously, a thick 
black matter, which no application would stop. 
The carrot poultice and the chlorate of potash 
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lotion checked it, and cleansed the part for a 
time. This lady visited me for about six years. 
I Vfm enabled to keep the cancer quite in abey- 
ance, and to within a month of her death she 
was as well as when I first saw her; and with 
the exception of occasional bleeding, and the 
constant black discharge, suffered no great incon- 
venience. She died from old age and disease of 
the lungs. 

In this case the cancer was concentrated in 
the breast alone, and remained there for years. 
But cases occur in which, the breast being the 
original seat of disease, ulceration has taken 
place in the axilla; the former situation pre- 
senting the ordinary appearance of cancer, the 
latter discharging copiously a thick pigmentary 
matter ; and in other parts of the body similar 
appearances may be observed. On the other 
hand, cancerous plates varying in diameter, from 
one line to the size of a five-shilHng piece, 
for the most part occupying the skin, and also 
small rounded tumours occur, which, from their 
very commencement, are characterized by the 
presence in their structure of a black or blackish 
deposit, which peculiarity continues with them ; 
and even should these plates or tumours be 
removed by caustic or the knife, and others 
return in their place, or at distant parts of the 
body, the same black appearance will almost 
invariably be observed. Under these circum- 
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stances, I think we cannot but admit, the me- 
lanotic cancer as a distinct variety, in which 
the presence of carbonaceous-like matter is seen, 
from the commencement to the termination of 
the disease ; but we must also acknowledge the 
frequent appearance of it, at any period after 
ulceration has begrm in other forms of cancer. 



ORDER v.— CYSTIC OR COLLOID. 

Varieties 1. — Cystic or colloid in combination 

with scirrhus or medullary 
cancer. 

,, 2. — Cystic or colloid, in combination 
with adenoids, &c. (not can- 
cerous). 

,, 3. — Colloid matter or cysts alone (not 
cancerous). 

In an examination of colloid tumours, it is 
necessary to divide them into three varieties, 
viz.: 1st. Those in which the colloid character is 
found united with the medullary cancer, or to 
the scirrhus, with which last it is not very often 
seen. These indicate a form of cancer truly malig- 
nant, and much to be dreaded. 2nd. Those 
tumours harmless in themselves, adenoids, &c., 
in the centre or other parts of which the pre- 
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sence of colloid matter does not render them 
less harmless. 3rd. Those which from the 
commencement are composed of colloid matter 
alone, and which must be regarded as non- 
malignant. 

1. Cystic or colloid j in combination with scirrhm 
or medullary cancer. — Its most common seat is 
the breast (but it may occur in any other part of 
the body), and once fully established, is most 
unmistakable, from its large size, the rapidity 
of its growth, and a peculiar elastic feel" indi- 
cating fluid confined. A scirrhus or medullary 
cancer, having for some time progressed in 
the ordinary manner, suddenly commences to en- 
large rapidly ; the skin becomes highly vascular, 
shining, and tense. This change is caused by the 
presence in the tumour of one or many cysts, 
generally containing serum of a pale straw 
colour, sometimes tinged with blood and even 
pus, at others thick and jelly-like; it may be 
colourless or of a green tinge, and is often quite 
opaque. The breast may continue enlarging 
without ulceration, until it attains the weight 
of twenty pounds or more, becoming, as may 
well be conceived, a most dreadftd burthen to 
the patient. Sooner or later, these cysts burst 
through the skin, and discharge in one, more 
frequently in many places, and an immense 
sloughing ulcer is the result. 



42 ' TBEATMENT OF CANCER. 

2 ife 3. These varieties are rarely curable with- 
out operation ; they are generally very slow in 
their progress, and often remain for years without 
inconvenience, except from their size and situa- 
tion. Their removal is mostly an easy business 
and an effectual cure. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

LUPUS, OE RODENT ULCER. 

Varieties 1. — Lupus exedens. 
„ 2. — Lupus non exedens. 

1. Lupus exedem^ called also herpes exedens, 
rodent ulcer and noli me tangere. This is a 
disease almost as terrible as cancer, and equally 
malignant ; its most frequent seat is the face, 
near or upon the alae of the nose. Lupus is 
generally regarded as a skin disease, but this 
variety of it, although perhaps confined to the 
skin at first, afterwards attacks the deep-seated 
structures. The end of the nose, or some part of the 
face, first swells, with a bright red shining appear- 
ance ; tuberculated points soon appear projecting 
from the surface, presenting even a more highly 
inflamed appearance than the previous swelling. 
The disease may remain in this condition for 
a long period, sometimes better, sometimes 
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worse, the patient not being fiiUy aware of 
the really awful nature of the comijlaint. But 
the surgeon well knows, that sooner or later 
the disease will assume an activity terrible to 
contemplate. Active ulceration conmiences, and 
from this time all the adjacent structures yield to 
ita destroying influence. The nose is gradually 
eaten away, the lips follow, tooth after tooth 
falls from the jaw, from the depths of the 
cavemoua-liko ulcer, dead and putrid pieces of 
bone como away. The \'ictim is selected, all 
must succumb. The nose and mouth are but 
as one hideous cavern, the eye drops from its 
socket ; the poor suflferer calls upon his Maker 
to take him ; his prayers are heard, his agony is 
done : for welcome Death has made him his own. 



2. Lupus nojt ezedens, called also herpes. This 
variety is a severe form of skin disease ; it par- 
ticularly attacks scrofulous children, and delicate 
persons in after life. It commences by the ap- 
pearance of one or more sliining red tubercles ; 
others soon follow; these coalesce and ulcerate, 
spreading over the surface of the face, one part 
healing while another is being attacked ; and 
should the disease not be arrested, most dreadful 
deformity is caused by the cicatrices and puck- 
erings produced, by the constant ulceration and 
repair going on. It is a disease very difficult to 
cure. 
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CHAPTER III. 

NON-MALIGNANT TUMOUES, ETC., THAT MAY BE 

MISTAXBN FOE OANOEE. 

1. Keloids. 

2. Adenoids. 

3. Simple Hypertrophy. 

4. Hematic Tumours. 

5. Abscesses. 

6. Fatty Tumours. 

1. Keloids. — These tumours, although decidedly 
non-cancerous, are very tedious and difficult to 
cure. They partake more of the character of 
fibrous tumours, and seem to fill up the gap 
between them and true scirrhus cancer. - They 
are usually found in old cicatrices, particularly 
those of bums, but may be seen in parts other- 
wise perfectly healthy and iminjured. As a 
primary disease, they first appear in the form 
of a small wart or hard plate, situated in the 



skin ; they give rise to no pain, and their mode 
of growth is very variable, sometimes remaining 
stationary for years, and sometimes growing 
rapidly. They do not, however, usually attain 
any great size, unless injudiciously interfered 
with. When their seat is an old cicatrix, it 
appears as though the tissue became gradually 
more and more Indurated, forming a tumour 
proj ectin g from the surface. These tumours 
have no tendency to become deep-seated. When 
cut through with the knife, they will be found 
almost dry, crisping under the scalpel like 
scirrhua, but no cancerous or other juice exu- 
ding from them. These keloids return with 
the greatest obstinacy after removal, but always 
in the same situation ; they do not appear in 
any way to affect the glandular system, or 
general health, and the adjacent tissues are in 
a perfectly normal condition. It will, there- 
fore, be evident that they do not, except under 
peculiar circumstances, endanger life, and are 
principally objectionable on account of the 
deformity they cause, 

2. Adenoids. — Sb named by Velpoau. These 
are a class of tmnours- quite distinct and diffcruig 
essentially from all cancers, as well as from simple 
hypertrophy of the breast, or enlargement, the 
result of inflammation. An adenoid will be 
recognised by the following peculiarities, viz., a 
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tumour having a firm but elastic feel, the surface 
not perfectly smooth, but with roundish projec- 
tions from various parts of it, and being, as the 
name implies, gland-like.' It will be found to 
move freely amongst the tissues in which it is 
buried, in no way drawing them along with it, 
and being, as it were, a perfectly isolated body. 
Should it attain any great size and approach the 
skin, this membrane will not become involved 
with it as in cancer, but simply thins and gives 
way before it. Thus adenoids can readily be 
diagnosed from cancer, as these, when moveable, 
always drag the surrounding parts with them; 
moreover, they do not in any way implicate the 
surrounding tissues, but merely increase in the 
midst of them. Their isolated character and 
free mobility will always distinguish them from 
simple hypertrophy of the breast, or induration 
of the lactiferous ducts. 

3. Simple Hypertrophy of the breast, partial, or 
of the entire gland, occurs from various causes, 
and although there is no difficulty in distin- 
guishing it from the adenoids, yet much may 
be experienced, in deciding between it, and the 
medullary or scirrhus cancer, particularly at an 
early stage. The following signs of distinction 
may be found useftd : — Scirrhus is a dry, hard, 
and not very elastic tumour; hypertrophy feels 
humid and elastic, although pretty firm; sharp 
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lancinating pains almost always accompany 
seirrhus, but aro wanting in hypertrophy ; as 
the former advances, the skin becomes hardened, 
or indm-ated bands appear ; in the latter this 
is not the case. Between medullary cancer 
and simple hypertrophy many singular analogies 
exist. 

4. Hematic Tumours may be confounded with 
medullary or melanotic cancer, but are not likely 
to bo so with seirrhus. They are known by the 
absence of much pain, by their being leas soft 
than medullary cancer, less hard than seirrhus. 
The system generally is but little affected by 
their presence : and in cases of old standing, for 
they may remain for years, and attain the size 
of a child's head, the neighbouring glandular 
structure remains perfectly healthy. Surgeons 
of the highest standing have, however, been mis- 
taken, and taken these tumours for true cancer. 
When removed they do not return. 

5. Abscesses, under certain circumstances, may 
strongly resemble colloid or medullary cancer, and 
vice versa ; for these cancers may, at one or more 
points, BO distinctly fluctuate under the finger 
as to be mistaken for abscess. It is, therefore, 
desirable, when great uncertainty exists, to make 
an exploratory puncture with a needle. I believe, 
however, that a su~^ "''^o has bad suiEcient 
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opportunities of observing the course and progress 
of medullary cancer will seldom be mistaken in 
his diagnosis. The previous history of the case 
must be considered, the cause which produced it 
be sought for, and the manner of its development 
traced ; these, with the condition of the patient's 
health, and of the surrounding parts, will for 
the most part form a basis on which to found a 
correct opinion. 

6. Fatty Tumours have a feel so peculiarly their 
own, that they cannot well be mistaken for any- 
thing else. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

VAEIOUS TBEATMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN 

RECOMMENDED. 

To the unfortunate individual sujBfering jfrom 
cancer, all the preceding information sinks into 
insignificance, in comparison with the question, 
Can you cure me of my cancer ? This opens 
out a new, vast, and important field, which, 
with the reader's kind permission, I will proceed 
at once to discuss. 

Since the remote period at which medicine and 
surgery first were studied as sciences, up to the 
present time, the chirurgeon has more or less 
directed his efforts, to find a cure for this disease, 
but up to within a very recent period, these 
labours had been carried on in an unsystematic 
manner, and those pursuing them had such a 
limited field of observation to work upon, that 
but small results were to be expected, and small 
indeed they were. Up to the year 1851 few of 
our celebrated surgeons had turned their atten- 
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tion sorioualy and eameatly to the study of it, 
but their efforts were cramped, the cases coming 
under their notice being few and far between, 
presenting no opportunity of constantly watching 
the various forms of cancer, the ever-changing 
character of each particular case, or of distin- 
guishing with anything lite certainty, wliich is 
of such paramount importance, between some 
harmless tumours and the most deadly cancers. 
All praise is due, however, to these men for 
their noble efforts to benefit their feUow-heings, 
and for their zeal and energy in a task so difB- 
cult. Everyone will agree with me, that the 
first step to be taken for tlie proper investigation 
of an obscure and terrible disease, is to bring 
together for continued observation as large a 
number of cases as possible. The old adage, 
" Practice makes perfect," is, in the study of 
cancer, to a certain extent appKcable, for he 
who, with the usual amount of knowledge, has 
constantly under his observation dozens of cases, 
must in a short period gain such experience re- 
garding them as cannot be hoped for by one 
not possessing such advantages. It was to attain 
this end, that at an advanced period of life, in 
the year 1851, Dr" Marsden, for a second time, 
determined to found a hospital, in this instance 
for the treatment of cancer ; and, like his first 
effort, by the blessing of God, it has been 
crowned with success, such as he alone antici- 



pated. These two glorious institutions, " The 
Royal Free Hospital," founded on the principle 
that poverty and disease are the only passports 
for admission required, and "The Cancer Hos- 
pital," stand in the front rank amongst the 
noble institutions of our country, and are the 
best monuments to their founder's memory. 

Since 1851 nearly 6,000 cases of cancer have 
been under treatment and my own immediate 
observation, and nearly 1,000 more of a doubt- 
ful character sent to the hospital as cancer, to 
which may be added a large number of cases 
in my own private practice. Well, then, sur- 
geons of the Cancer Hospital, out of this vast 
field what have you discovered? Have you 
found the specific for cancer ? Have you ren- 
dered the disease no longer terrible ? Alas ! to 
the two latter of these questions I candidly 
answer, No ; but to the first I can with pleasure 
and sincerity say, Much. We have discovered 
how, with almost unerring certainty, to distin- 
guish at the patient's side true cancer from 
false. We have discovered a better method of 
treating true cancers, a method certainly re- 
sulting in longer life, and far less discomfort to 
the patient ; in many cases wc have discovered 
means of perfectly arresting the disease, and 
many more have been sent out of our hands, 
so far as time can show, cured. 

The valuable statistical table, page li, has 
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occupied a period 


of seventeen years in forma- 


tion. Every new- 


patient on coming to the 


hospital is entered in the medical register of 


the institution, the 


previous history and present 


condition of their 


case taken, and their treat- 


ment and progress 


recorded fix)m time to time ; 


the answers given by each patient to the 


following questions being recorded in the caee- 


1 books kept for tha: 


purpose. Thus : — 


P 


Case No. 272a. 


Name .... 




Eeaidence 




ThurloQ-place, Walworth. 


A^ . . 




Thirty-aix. 






Novombor, 13, 1860. 


Parte affected 




Left breast. 


Married or single 




Married. 


Number of Children, and 


None. 


if Buckled . 




Catamenia present or not 


Tea. 




Yes, mother died of cancer, 


If complicated with any 


No. 


other disease 




Whon first attacked . 


Two months. 


If attributable to any 


No. 


injury 




If a smoker . 




What previous treatment 


None. 


If operated on, and how 


No. 


Boon rotumod . 




If ulcerated, and when . 


No. 


Present character . 


A tumour in the broBfit, tie size of an 




orange. An Adenoid. 




March 18th, 1862, discharged cured. 


Treatment . 




[Here follows the treatment adopted at oach visit.] 



From these records of cases in the hospital, and 
those attending as out-door patients, it will at 
once be seen what care has been taken to ensure 
accurate statistics, thus enabling ii3 to compare 
the results of various treatments with the view of 
discovering the best. 

In the treatment of this disease, I cannot lay 
too much stress on the importance of being able 
at an early period, to determine between malig- 
nant tumours and non-malignant ; for if the 
patient place herself under the care of a prac- 
titioner unable to do this, it is obvious that she 
labours under a great disadvantage, as Iiis treat- 
ment must not only be guess-work, but may, and 
in all probability will, result in great damage ; 
perhaps converting a simple case into one of most 
serious importance. There is more mischief done 
by the application of strong and stimulating oint- 
ments, liniments, &c., to incipient cancers, (these 
being sometimes mistaken for harmless tumours,) 
than can well be imagined, even by surgeons 
taking a high place in their profession. 

From time to time, in the treatment of cancer, 
all kinds and sorts of substances have been recom- 
mended, and by the unscimpulous puffed off as 
specifics. Amongst other things that have at some 
period or other been believed in, I may mention 
cod-liver oil, mercmy in various forms, iodine, 
iodide of potassium, bromine, arsenic, bark, soda, 
potash, sarsaparilla, hemlock, opium, morphia, 
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nitrate of silver, preparations of gold, ointments 
of belladonna, iodine, mercury, camptor, &c. ; 
caustics of gold, arsenic, bromine, manganese, 
antimony, sanguinaria canadensis, potash, the 
Vienna caustic, zinc, and the acids. Amongst 
the surgical means that have been recommended 
are congelation, or freezing the cancer ; com- 
pression, performed by subjecting the disease to 
severe and constant pressure ; extirpation by the 
knife ; the ecraseur, or chain-saw ; or by the ap- 
plication of ligatures of sUk or wire. Chitting 
and caustics have been combined, the caustic 
being apphed, and after a lapse of time the mass 
scored with a knife and the caustic again used in 
the fissures so produced. Each and every one of 
these drugs and plans has had its strong sup- 
porters and been a nine days' wonder ; but I am 
bound to admit none of them can be looked upon 
as a certain cure for cancer, although in certain 
cases the most beneficial and gratifying results 
have been produced. 

I cannot refrain here from drawing attention 
to a pamphlet which Dr. Broadbent rather pre- 
maturely published in the autumn of 1 866, 
intended to show that the use of acetic acid in 
the treatment of cancer is highly beneficial. He 
gives four cases, the earliest of which had only 
been imder treatment for a few months. Dr. 
Broadbent bmlds up a theory " that the acetic 
acid treatment of cancer will be found to be 
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a valuable palliative remedy, if not in some 
instances curative, and that it will be applicable 
to cases which have hitherto been beyond the 
reach of any remedial measures." Hasty con- 
clusions, founded on imperfect and crude experi- 
ments, are almost always worthless, and such 
pubhcations as this do, I think, an incalculable 
amount of harm, for I beheve this treatment has 
not only the disadvantage of being of no use, but 
that it actually seriously aggravates the disease ; 
and had Dr. Broadbent waited a year or two 
before he published he would doubtless have 
come to this conclusion also. Rome was not 
built in a day, and we must not expect to accom- 
plish in a few weeks what Paget, Walsh, Collis, 
Velpeau, Marsden, and others, who have made 
cancer the study of their Uvea, have not been 
able to effect in years. Dr. Wynn Williams 
puts great faith in bromine, but my experience 
of its use leads me to the conclusion that it is 
of no curative value in cancer. The waters of 
the Missisquoi springs in America have lately 
been puffed off as possessing wonderful powers 
in cancer. Having tried them, I believe ' that 
they are valueless to the cancer patient, if not 
to the pi-oprietor ; it is the same with all secret 
remedies. 

The plans of treatment by compression and 
freezing the cancer we will at once dismiss as 
being simply abominable — the former, however, 
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the worst of. the two — and at once pass on to the 
caustics. Many of these have much to recom- 
mend them, the best certainly being arsenic, the 
chloride of zinc, and the potassa fiisa. These are 
all-powerful, but the two latter cause great pain 
and are less eflScient. The potassa cum manga- 
nese is a caustic which the maker vaunts as the 
most effective and painless yet discovered. Some 
years ago I came to the conclusion that it was a 
dirty, painful, and ineflScient application, and I 
have seen no reason to change my opinion. The 
removal of cancer by the knife I do not intend to 
discuss here, but when a cancer has exceeded cer- 
tain limits and continues to increase, it is the 
most humane and efficient means we command. 
Removal by ligature is in a few cases, where the 
growth proceeds from a small pedicle, a very 
proper proceeding. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE TREATMENT BY ARSENICAL MUCILAGE. 

As before stated, I do not now intend to discuss 
the treatment of cancer generally, but to lay be- 
fore you a particular plan that I have now fol- 
lowed for the last thirteen years with the greatest 
success, and which is applicable to many forms of 
cancer. This mode of treatment has only been 
made public, so far as a few cases have appeared 
in the Lancet ; but although my late father and 
myself have practised it for the length of time 
above stated, it may be called new, inasmuch as 
I would not venture to bring it before the pro- 
fession and public imtil I had thoroughly tried it 
myself, and time had proved its value. I had, 
moreover, other motives for this delay. How 
many new and wonderful things do we hear of, 
daily puffed off before the world by those seeking 
notoriety and popularity rather than truth, that 
the experience of a few weeks only proves to be a 
flimsy tissue of vain hopes, which, before their 
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year of birth has terminated, have been buried 
the obliTion they deserve; besides, it has be 
my good fortmie to see as many, or more cancer 
cases than any other medical man, and on this 
account I feel that I ought not to offer any sug- 
gestions relative to the treatment of this disease, 
unless they be such as are worth listening to; 
imleas they be such as have not been heretofore 
before the public, and if new, which I claim for 
those in this little volume ; unless they be such 
as, by long and practical experience, I have 
thoroughly tested myself. Many of my friends, 
knowing my opportunities for studying this 
disease, have expressed their surprise at my long 
silence, but I did not wish to add my name to 
that long list of authors, of whose books it may 
be said that, if suddenly swept out of existence, 
nothing would be lost to posterity. The litera- 
ture of cancer has of late been most prolific, and 
hardly a month passes but some volume is added, 
in most cases prettily enough illustrated with 
coloured plates, but not with new ideas. 

I need not say that these remarks do not 
apply to the works of Velpeau, Walsh, Paget, 
Cooke, Pemberton, CoUis, &c., each of which, 
at the time of pubKcation, added greatly to 
our previous knowledge. 

The arsenical mucilage mode of treatment is 
appHcahle to all forms of cancer, except the 
cystic or colloid, provided they have not exceeded 
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certain limits, viz., four square inches, and then 
not more than a fourth must be attacked at 
once. When a cancer has exceeded this limit, 
I know of no means that ought to be used to 
extirpate it but the knife; and it must not be 
supposed because I so strongly recommend the 
arsenical mucilage, that I would discard the use 
of this instrument altogether ; for in some cases 
it is our only hope. 

The paste may be applied to cancers situated 
on any part of the body except inside the mouth 
or nose, parts, in fact, where the use of the 
curative agent would be dangerous. I do not 
recommend its use when the disease is deeply 
seated, but for many cancers on or near the 
surface, this mucilage is the least painful and 
most certain remedy I know. During the last 
seventeen years I have fully tried every known 
caustic, and now firmly believe that this is the 
best. 

The application of arsenious acid is not new; 
it has been used in various ways and compoimds, 
but hitherto such success has not attended its 
use, as to make it appreciated as it ought to 
be. The mode I adopt is as follows. A thick 
paste of tosenic is made according to the follow- 
ing formula — 

Arsenious acid, 3 ij. 
Mucilage of gum acacia, 5j. 
To be well mixed together, and made into a thick paste. 
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The patient's health having been attended to, 
the "whole of the cancerous surface is to be 
spread over with this paste, provided it is not 
more than a square inch, and it must he suffi- 
ciently thick not to run ; a piece of dry Imt is 
then pressed on to it, overlapping the 
half an inch all round; this must be left for a 
short period, say ten minutes, by which time 
any superabundant paste will have been taken 
up by the extra lint, which is then to be care- 
fully cut away with a sharp pair of scissors ; in 
an hour, or at most two, the lint covering the 
paste will have become dry and hard, and it 
will adliere closely and firmly to the cancer. 
In the course of twenty-four hours the surround- 
ing parts will commence to swell, become red, 
and to a certain extent inflamed, and the patient 
will experience a drawing pain. In general this 
Is by no means severe, and does not last more 
than one or two days. At the expiration of 
from forty-eight hours to three days, according 
to circumstances, bread-and-water poultices are 
to be constantly apphed and changed every two 
or three hours ; the pain, redness, and swelling 
will by this time have subsided, and a distinct 
line of demarcation be seen extending^ entirely 
around the cancerous mass ; the skin ulcerates, 
and a fissure is formed, separating the slough 
from the healthy tissues ; the fisam-e continues 
to deepen, untU the entire cancer comes away, 
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leaving a bealtliy cup-like depression, varying in 
size and depth according to the mass removed. 
Healthy granulation will now commence, and 
it will be well to continue the poultices for some 
time; indeed it often happens that no other 
application need be used. Of course we must 
be guided by circumstances, for granulation 
proceeding too rapidly, too slowly, or in any 
abnormal manner, must be treated according 
to the known rules of surgery. Great diversity 
will be found as to tho time of the slough 
coming away, in cases of small extent and not 
extending deeply into the tissues, the periods 
win vary from six to fifteen days, but in those 
of greater size, from twelve to thirty. In some 
instances only one application of the paste will 
be necessary, but it will in general be found 
advisable to apply it every second or third 
morning, till the desired effect is produced ; no 
rules can be laid down as to how often this must 
be done ; the experience of the surgeon and the 
progress made must decide. Wlien it is in- 
tended to re-apply the paste, the former piece 
of Knt must be carefully soaked for some time 
with warm (not hot) water, and after it has 
come away, the mucUage be used as before, re- 
collecting that until the last application that 
is intended has been made, poultices as a rule 
are not to be used, unless under special cir- 
cumstances : and that after a decided line of 
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demarcation has been formed, no more paste is 
to be applied. Ib general it will be found t^^ 
after tlie slough has come away, the whole of 
the disease lias been removed ; but sometimes 
this -will not be the case, and then the mucilage 
must again be had recourse to (vide Cases No. 6, 
8, and 9J ; in others it will be found desirable 
to remove a portion of the dead cancer before 
another application of the paste {vide Case No, 3). 
This, however, is only necessary when the cancer 
becomes hard and callous, and will not allow 
it to penetrate. I have also used this remedy 
in some cases after operation by other means. 
For example, not very long ago, a gentleman 
applied to me ; he was suffering from a pedun- 
culated epithelial cancer, situated below and a 
little behind the right ear, quite of a mushroom 
shape. The broad flat part was four inches and 
a half in circumference, half an inch thick, and 
grew on a stem less than three quarters of an 
inch in diameter. It was removed in a moment 
with a noose of silver wire, but the root still 
remained ; one application of the paste brought 
this perfectly away in eight days, and a fort- 
night after the patient was well. Neither the 
knife or ecraseur could, I think, have accom- 
plished this, and no other caustic would have 
performed the task so cleanly and satisfactorily. 
One of the most pleasing and wonderful phe- 
nomenon connected with the mucilage is the 
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extraordinarj power of election it appears to 
possess ; for if put on with only prdinary 
care, the cancer alone is attacked, the healthy 
stnietures remaining untouched, and the disease 
ultimately rolling out of a perfectly healthy 
wound. 

This treatment I have used with equal suc- 
cess in cancer on the lip, face, head, arm, hand, 
abdomen, breast, penis, testicle, labium, scrotum, 
and foot. I have never seen any bad results 
from its use, except in one case, and in this 
the evil was temporary only, and occurred in 
one of our earlier cases, some years since. At 
the same time I must caution those who are 
inexperienced in its use, that it is a dangerous 
remedy in unskilful hands, and requires constant 
watching ; neither can it be used, as I before 
stated, to cancerous surfaces of greater extent 
than four square inches, and then only a small 
portion must be attacked. 

Many cases of scirrhus and meduUary cancer 
are amenable to this treatment, particularly at 
an early stage, but to the epithelial it is pecu- 
liarly adapted. It is true that this form of 
cancer ia frequently found to attack the tongue; 
and that except in the earhcr stages of the 
disease, carcinoma of this organ presents to the 
surgeon a truly difEcult task; but on other 
parts of the body we have this variety under 
very great control. I may say that a patient 
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sufltering from epithelial cancer, coining under 
treatment at anything like a reasonable time 
from the first attack, may, in nine cases out 
of ten, feel sure of a perfect restoration to 
health; such was not the case ten years ago. 
This reassuring fact becomes more valuable when 
wo consider that of all the forms of cancer, about 
one in four is epithelial. I had an extreme case 
under my care about four years since, a man in 
whom the disease had so far advanced, that I 
quite despaired of eflFecting any good, and indeed 
so told him. This poor sufferer had the whole 
of the lower lip and chin affected with the 
disease, and a cancerous mass projected fully 
an inch, being two and a half wide, and ex- 
tending from one angle of the mouth to the 
other. This patient, to my surprise, got quite 
well; all the disease was removed, and the 
lip assumed an almost natural appearance. 
General W. had consulted many medical men 
without benefit. He suffered from epithelial 
cancer of the cheek. That eminent surgeon Mr. 
Fergusson (now Sir William Fergusson) saw him, 
and reconmiended removal. To this he was not 
inclined to submit. The opinion of Dr. W. 
Marsden was then sought, who advised this mode 
of treatment, and in a few weeks the General was 
perfectly well, and remains so still. His Royal 
Highness the Prince of W. (a foreigner) had an 
epithelial cancer near the angle of the eye. 
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His Continental surgeons assured him he could 
not live three months imless operated on. To 
this he would not consent, but came to England, 
and when last I heard of him, was almost well 
(some years after his prognosticated death). 
Case No. 4 of J. H., is another excellent example • 
also Case No. 3 of Mrs. W., a medullary cancer 
healed in the same way ; and I think it possible, 
that had J. N. (Case No. 16) been at an early 
period of the disease subjected to the same 
course, he might have recovered. I once saw 
His Grace the late Duke of Gr., who was suf- 
fering jfrom an epithelial cancer of the lower lip, 
of which he died. We were not then so familiar 
with this plan as now, or his life might in all 
probability have been prolonged. Many of these 
cases whilst undergoing treatment do not require 
the administration of any medicine. Some 
weakly patients will be benefited by a tonic 
both before and during the application. The 
following is what I frequently give (called guttae 
No 5) :— 

Hydrocliloiic Acid, 5 i- 
Tincture of Opium, 5 i. 
Compound Tincture of Bark to 5 iv^« Mix. 
A teaspoonful to be taken in a wineglass of water twice or 
tlirice a day. 

This may be given with or without the opium. 
The bowels, &c. should always be carefully at- 
tended to. In plethoric patients, the following, a 

E 2 
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simple but favourite old prescription of my late 
father, I find very beneficial (Pulvis Sodae cum 
Jalapa) : — 

Carbonate of Soda, §hs. 
Powdered Jalap, 5 j. Mix. 
Divide iuto twelve powders, one to be taken twice a day in a 
wineglass of water. 

This I sometimes prescribe without the jalap ; a 
simple dose truly, but alkalies, particularly car- 
bonate of soda, have undoubtedly a considerable 
power of arresting cancer. 

I have great pleasure in stating that this treat- 
ment has proved highly successful, not only in 
my own hands, but also in those of many other 
surgeons, particularly in the country, to whom I 
have communicated the mode of application. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



ILLUSTRATIVE CASES. 



The following cases have been selected out 
of a number of successful examples of this treat- 
ment : — 

Case No. 1. — Charles M., aet. 70, admitted 
October ISth, 1858, discharged cured May 18th, 
1859. 

Notes of the Case. — The disease began about 
one year and a half ago, and affects about half 
of the lower lip and the angle of the mouth; 
the disease has a most formidable appearance, 
as may be seen in drawing No. 1, representing 
the appearance of disease at the time of admis- 
sion, and also condition of same parts after 
recovery. He has undergone treatment in the 
Worcester Infirmary without benefit. The patient 
suffers also fi:om rheumatism of the right leg. 
The disease was not hereditary, as far as was 
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known to the patient. The Kq. plumb, was tried 
at first without benefit. 

November 10th. — Arsenical mucilage first ap- 
plied, and medicine given for the rheumatism. 

November 15th. — The application continued at 
intervals of five days. 

December 9th. — The slough has come away ; 
to continue medicine, and apply calamine cerate 
to ulcer. 

December 27th. — The mucilage again applied. 
Bark and nitric acid taken twice a day. Pulv. 
soda? cum jalapa, one in water every night. 

January 12th. — Slough has come away, but 
the parts are still very much indurated ; to apply 
potassa fusa. 

March 14th. — Disease has improved up to this 
time; poultices and lotion of calomel and liq. 
phunbi have been at different times used. 

Mrtivh 21st. — Bark and ammonia to be taken, 
Hitd orth\iniuc cerate used. 

April Utli. — The ulcer gradually contracting. 
A \vm]\ «rmM\irul lotion to be applied three times 
H (1m;v% No uHHlioiuo. 

Mhv l(Mh.'--l)iHrhargXHl cured. Although the 
illwr*«winl NtirlMiM* ojUMnvtod on in this case was 
mlMMwtvr'i tho t^Nt^hur lotl is very small. 

(^\fiW No, 'i. Mth, W. b\, a>t. 46, fix)m Maji- 
pIimmIi^is tirttt iMihrtulttul mo Miu*ch 10th, 1860. She 
i^ nittrrlinl, Mtnl tho nH»tlu»r of seven children. 
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Notes of Case, — This lady has in the right 
labium a hard tumour the size of a walnut 
(scirrhus), rather deeply seated, and ulcerated 
on the inner side ; she experiences severe lanci- 
nating pain, and the surrounding parts have 
lately become red and inflammatory. First 
noticed a slight hardness about seven months 
since ; her general health is good. 

March 12th. — The mucilage was applied. 

March 14th. — Parts more inflamed ; to poultice 
with bread and water. 

March 16th. — Inflammation much less; muci- 
lage again applied. 

March 18th. — Slough beginning to separate; 
to poultice. 

March 22nd. — Slough has come away. Some 
hardness remains at the bottom of the sore. The 
mucilage applied to it. 

March 26th. — Slough beginning to separate ; to 
poultice. 

March 29th. — Slough has come away, leaving a 
perfectly healthy sore, circular, an inch and a 
half in diameter ; to continue poultices. 

March 31st. — Granulation proceeding very 
rapidly, and all hardness, redness, and inflam- 
mation gone. 

April 10th. — Poultices have been used till now. 
The cavity is not more than half an inch in 
diameter. To take bark and nitric acid. 

April 22nd. — The sore quite healed, but tender ; 



i 



'/ 



ILLUSTRATIVE CASES. 73 

tinued every alternate morning. On the tenth 
day the mass had become dry and hard, and 
with a blunt knife I removed the upper half; 
the interior I found as dry and hard as the ex- 
terior. This being the case I pared off another 
slice, about the eighth of an inch in thickness, 
and in the centre now found there was some 
vitality. The paste was again applied as before, 
and in the course of a few days the whole re- 
maining mass came away, leaving a circular 
patch of pericranium exposed, the size of a five- 
shilling piece, presenting a white and glistening 
appearance ; healthy granulations formed the 
margin (see plate II. B). During these operations 
the patient suffered no pain, and her constitution 
was well supported with tonics and generous diet. 
As soon as the separation had taken place, warm 
bread and water poultices were at once applied, 
and the air carefully excluded, granulation pro- 
ceeded rapidly, and in a month's time she left 
the hospital quite well, and the disease never 
returned.* 

Case No. 4. — Job H., set. 67, from Chelsea 
Hospital, was admitted into the Cancer Hospital, 
February 4th, 1862, with an epithelial cancer of 
the lower lip. 

Notes of the Case. — Fifty years ago had a blow 

* This patient died of bronchitis five years afterwards, aged 76. 
Her head remained perfectly weU. 
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from a piece of coal being thrown at liim. The 
lip bled freely at the time, and a small black 
speck has remained ever since. About six months 
ago this began rapidly to enlarge and ulcerate. 
On admission into the hospital the lip presented 
an indurated lump, the size of a horse bean, of 
a dark colour and ulcerated. Very little pain. 

February 5th. — Arsenical mucilage applied. 

February 10th. — Bark and nitric acid given. 
During the next ten days the mucilage was 
applied every morning, and sloughing promoted 
by the constant use of bread and water poultices. 

February 21st. — Tonic continued. Mucilage 
continued night and morning. Poultices as before. 

March 4th. — The tumour has entirely come 
away, leaving a cup-like depression very ready 
to bleed. To be kept constantly wet with black 
wash. This treatment was continued tiU the 
96th, when simple ointment was used. Healthy 
granulation duly proceeded, and on the 6th of 
April he was discharged cured. 

During the application of the paste the patient 
experienced very little pain. The disease never 
_ returned, and a short time since I heard of his 
being in good health. 

Case No. 5. — Richard E., Eet. 45, a warder 
of excellent character at one of the Middlesex 
prisons, admitted April 8th, I860, with epithe- 
lioma of lower lip. 
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Notes of Case. — The disease appeared three 
years and a half since, and the patient's health 
is by no means good; he has a tendency to 
dropsy. 

April 11th. — The mucilage applied, and a 
diuretic mixtm^e prescribed three times a day. 
By May the disease was all removed. Cer. 
simplex was used, and bark and nitric acid 
given. 

End of May, left the hospital apparently quite 
well. All hardness has disappeared. 

February 10th, 1863. — Re-admitted, with indu- 
ration of left side of lower lip, but no ulceration. 
The lip remained well up to a short time ago, 
when he found some hardness, accompanied with 
itching pain. His health is very good. 

February 11th. — Mucilage applied every 
morning. Pulv. sodae c. jalapa, one to be taken 
every night. 

February 13th. — Lip inflamed : to apply 
bread-and-water poultice three times a day. 

February 20th. — Slough separated ; to apply 
lotio nigra. He is very fat, and his breathing 
short ; to take the following : — 

R Spirit. JEtheris Nit. gss. 
Potass. Acet. 5iss. 
Sodse Carb. 5j. 
Elaterii, gr. j. 
Aquse ad, 5xvj. Ft. mist 
Three tablespoonfuls to be taken every nigbt. 




March 20th. — The lip ia now quite well, no 
induration, no pain ; his breathing much better, 
and he returns to liis duties at the prison. 

This patient, a short time before he came 
under treatment, was brought up before the 
visiting justices of the prison in which he is 
employed, by the surgeon of the establishment, 
and reported unfit for duty, in consequence 
of hia having cancer of the Kp, and there- 
fore incurable. It was a hard case for the man, 
for by being discharged then he would have 
lost his retiring pension. Fortunately, how- 
ever, for him, one of the magistrates was a 
member of the committee of the Cancer Hos- 
pital, and had seen some of our successful 
cases before. This gentleman felt convinced 
that if we had him under our care ho might 
have a chance of cure. He therefore pleaded 
with his brother justices that before they dis- 
charged him as incurable, he should be allowed 
leave of absence to go into the hospital, with 
what result has been seen. His pension has by 
these means been secured to him, and he retains 
his situation at the present time. 

Case No. 6. — Mrs. K., fet. 33, consulted me in 
May, 1859. She was suffering from a scirrhus 
cancer. On the inner side of the left thiyh a tumour 
projected from the siuface about three-quarters of 
an inch, circular in shape, flat and ulcerated 
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on the top ; it seemed to grow from a depth of 
tliree-eighths of an inch in the tissues, and moved 
with the skin. The patient first noticed a slight 
hardness about a year ago, and imagined it 
was caused by riding on horseback. This was 
an excellent case for the mucilage, and the 
disease was removed in a month, and healed 
up in little more than six weeks. I made three 
distinct applications, a slough being separated 
by each, the third bringing away the last portion 
of the tumour. On each occasion, as soon as the 
line of demarcation appeared, bread-and-water 
poultices were applied till the slough separated. 
No other application was used except during the 
healing, when a weak spirit lotion was applied. 
This lady was well five years after, but I have 
not heard of her since. She remains so, I have 
no doubt. 

Case No. 7. — Elizabeth H., aet. 74, of Twick- 
enham Common, came under my care June 17th, 
1862, with epithelial cancer of the lower lip. 
Discharged cured, August 1st, 1862. 

Notes of Case. — Irregular ulceration with 
indurated base. First appeared five months since 
as a small pimple. No relatives affected. Has 
had nitrate of silver applied without benefit. 

June 20th. — Mucilage applied every other 
morning. 

June 26th. — No effect produced. 
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July 4th. — Tho mucilage has been applied four 
times, and a line of demarcation has appeared. 
To take a stomachic mixture. 

July 15th. —The cancer has come away, no 
hardness remaining. Health good. To use black- 
wash, and continue the niLxture. 

July 25th. — Healing slowly. Health good. 

July 28th. — Complains of great pain in abdo- 
men and sickness. Has been frightened by 
thunder. Mustard poultice applied to abdomen, 
and brandy given. 

July 29th. — Much better in all respects. 

August lat. — Is now quite well. Lip perfectly 
sound. 

She has called three or four times since, and j 
remains well. 



Case No. 8. — Jane F., Eet. 43, the wife of a 
mechanic residing at the east end of London, 
first consulted me in June, 1860. 

JV^otes of Case. — Haa been married many 
years, but only had one child. Her general 
health is pretty good, but she has worked very 
hard, and looks much older than the age stated. 
Says she received a blow about three years since 
on the left breast, and felt gi-eat pain at tho time, 
which has never quite left her. Ten months 
before consulting mc noticed a tumour the size 
of a small walnut, which slowly increased in 
size, and ulcerated about the middle of April 
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(1860). When I first saw her, her breast, which 
was rather small, presented a circular ulcer 
about five inches in circumference, the edges of 
which were rather elevated above . the sur- 
rounding parts, and had for its base, and was 
evidently connected with the tumour, a globular 
scirrhus in the second stage. She complained 
of severe lancinating pain, and one of the 
axillary glands was indurated to the size of 
a large pea. On the 2nd of June I applied the 
paste all round the edges of the ulcer, and^bout 
four days after the slough began to separate, 
and soon came away, leaving the edges perfectly 
healthy. I then applied the mucilage to the 
bottom of the ulcer, to the extent of one inch in 
diameter, which . included all the surface not 
previously attacked. The breast became in- 
flamed and rather painful; on the second day 
bread-and-water poultices were applied, and the 
slough separated on the tenth day; the wound 
looked healthy, and granulations rapidly sprang 
up. The poultices were continued, but finding 
some hardness still remained at the deeper part, 
I a third time used the mucilage, which soon 
brought away the remaining portion of the 
tumour. From this time the edges of the wound 
were kept ^loosely pressed together with lint 
compresses and a bandage. It healed rapidly, 
a weak spirit lotion being used. Early in 
August she was quite well. I saw this patient 
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, and tlie I 
aappeared. 1 



ill 1865. She was tlien quite well, 
enlarged gland in the axilla had di 
She promised to return if any change took place. 
I have not heard of her since. 

Case No. 9. — George H., ast. 55, admitted May 
20th, 1862 ; diacliarged cured, Sept. 5th, 1869. 

JVotes of Case. — This patient has an epithelial 
cancer of the lower lip of considerahle size. 
First appeared twelve months since. Has tad 
it burnt with caustic, and used various treat- 
ments, hut the disease has continued to progress. 

May 31st. — The arsenical mucilage to be 
applied daily, and the soda and jalap powder to 
be taken every night in a wine-glass of water ; 
bark and nitric acid being taken at 1 1 a,m. 
and 4 p.m. 

May 31st. — No effect from the application ; to 
be used twice a day. 

June 4th. — Tho lip swelled, and slough begin- 
ning to separate. 

June Ilth. — To poultice with warm bread and 



June 13th. — Slough sejiarated ; some induration 
left around. To use Hyd. subchlor. 5J., Cerat. 
Cetac. siij. ft. nng. ; apply twice a day. 

June 18th. — Health very good. Ulcer caused 
from slough has nearly healed, but as there is 
still much hardness, the mucilage to be applied 
twice a day. 
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June 21st. — The lip much swelled and in- 
flamed, but the health good ; to use cold poultice 
only. 

June 23rd — The swelling and inflamed state 
of lip much lessened. The mucilage to be 
applied every morning. 

June 28th. — ^Lip swelled ; to poultice. 

July 5th.- — The slough has come away; around 
the ulcer is much softer, but still some induration at . 
the upper part of the wound. To use lotio nigra. 

July 30th. — The ulcer has healed, with the ex- 
ception of one point, still indurated at upper part ; 
the mucilage to be applied to that spot. 

August 19th. — The application has produced a 
small slough, which has separated and left the 
parts soft, and a healthy-looking sore. To apply 
lotio nigra. 

September 5th. — The ulcer has healed, the 
neighbouring parts are quite natural, and no in- 
duration remains; his health has been good the 
whole time. Discharged cured. This patient 
promised to return to the hospital should any im- 
favourable appearance take place. He has not 
done so, and is, no doubt, at present quite well. 

Case No. 10. — Robert W., aet. 85, came imder 
my care August 18th, 1863 ; discharged cured 
September 22nd, 1863. 

Notes of Case. — Epithelial cancer of lower lip. 
The surface of the lower lip is irregularly ulcerated 

F 
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and considerably indurated ; general health good ; 
no relatives affected; cannot trace it to any 
injury ; says it began as a small wart. 

August 18th. — The mucilage applied. 

August 20th. —The mucilage repeated. 

August 22nd — Again applied ; the part begin- 
ning to slough. 

August 25th. — Appetite not good ; to take a 
tonic mixture. 

August 26th. — Lip going on favourably ; to use 
bread poultices. 

August 30th. — The slough has separated, and 
the wound looks healthy ; to continue poultices. 

September 5th. — Appetite much better ; to use 
black wash. 

September 15th. — The lip has now quite healed, 
no hardness remaining, and his general health is 
very good; promised to return if the disease 
re-appeared, but has not been since. 

Case No. 11. — Mrs. J., of Croydon, set. 43, has 
had a cancer on the inner side of the arm, three 
inches below the axilla, for a year and a half. 
She attributes it to a blow. Having got up a 
ladder in the winter of 1862, there being snow on 
her boots, she fell through, and himg on by her 
arm ; she experienced great pain at the time, and 
shortly after a swelling appeared, which soon 
assumed the appearance of a dry epithelial cancer. 
Mr. Wood, of King's College, to whom she showed 
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it, told her it was cancer. On the 26th of May, 
1864, she came under my care ; the disease was 
then about the diameter of a crown piece, and pro- 
jected from the surface of the arm three-quarters 
of an inch, hard, dry, and homy on the summit, 
vascular and red at the base ; it moved freely 
with the skin. (See plate III. A.) The arsenical 
paste was at once applied, and repeated every 
third day. On the twelfth day a decided line of 
demarcation was seen between the tumour and 
the sound skin, and at the end of three weeks it 
came completely away. Bread-and-water poultices 
were now applied, and at the end of the sixth 
week the eschar was quite healed, and the patient 
cured. (See plate III. B.) During the treatment, 
not being in good health, she took with advantage, 
for the first fortnight, the following mixture : — 

R Acidi Citrici. 

Potassae Bicarb, aa 5 ij 
Tinct. Cort. aurantii, Jss. 
Aquae, ad. Sviij. Misce. 
Two table spoonfuls to be taken three times a day. 

After which bark and nitric acid were admi- 
nistered; the application of the paste gave but 
little pain ; the disease has not returned. 

Case No. 12. — Captain S., master of a Danish 

vessel, trading between Newcastle and Denmark, 

first consulted me October 6th, 1864. He was 

suffering with an epithelial cancer of the lower 

F 2 
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lip, deeply seated, and about the size of a marble, 
It was -well defined, very hard, and the mucous 
membrane of the lip over it was ulcerated. ThftJ 
pain, particularly when exposed to the cold windl 
on his voyages, was very great ; he has been under 
treatment, but the tumour continues to increase. 

October 7th. — Mucilage applied. 

October 1 1th. — Mucilage re-applied. 

October 13th. — A line of demarcation has 
formed. The adjacent parts are swollen and red ; 
he has experienced a slight drawing pain since the 
first application. To use bread-and- water poultices. 

October 16th. — The cancer has come away; to 
continue poultices. 

October 20th, — Some hardness remains at the 
deeper part ; the mucilage re-appHed. 

October 34th. — To poultice. 

October 36th. — Another slough has come away ; 
to continue poultices. 

October 29th. — The sore looks healthy, and 
granulation is proceeding rapidly ; to use very 
weak black wash. 

November 3rd. — Has been unable to call since 
the 39th, but the lip is now quite well, and pre- 
sents a perfectly natural appearance. Promised 
to call on me should the disease re-appear in the 
slightest degree, but have not seen him since. 

Case No. 13. — Mrs. A. L., a?t. 42, came under 
my caie in December, 1863, with an epithelial 
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cancer of the right foot ; mother died of cancer in 
the breast ; has been suffering from the disease for 
the last two years, and has imdergone various 
treatment without relief; says the disease has 
spread very rapidly during the last six weeks. 
On examination I found a soft warty growth of 
an irregular oval shape, projecting about an inch 
from the dorsal surface of the foot, six inches in 
circumference ; it was firmly fixed at its base, and 
bled very readily. The patient complained of 
her health failing, and was really in a critical 
condition. In this case, instead of applying the 
paste at once, I removed the mass by the knife to 
a level with the surrounding skin without pain, 
ice and salt having been previously applied ; the 
worst of the disease still remained. Three days 
later I used the mucilage, and spread a thin 
layer over the whole surface. On the twelfth day 
the slough came away, leaving a perfectly healthy 
wound, which completely healed in three weeks. 
I had recourse to the knife in this instance, owing 
to the state of the patient's health, for by this 
means I was enabled to attack the deep portion of 
the disease almost at once, and thus facilitate a 
rapid cure. Tonics were administered, and a 
generous diet employed. With the exception of 
the mark from the cicatrix, the foot remained un- 
injured. The patient promised to return should 
the disease re-appear, but has not done so ; I 
have no doubt she continues well. 
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Case No. 14. — Charles P., mt. 50, from New- 
bury, Berks, admitted into the Cancer Hospital 
November 15tli, 1864, with epithelioma of lower 
lip; discharged cured March 18th, 1865. 

Notes of Case — Says he has been suffering frooi 
the disease for six months ; never smoked ; always 
a sober man ; no relatives affected. On admission, 
the whole sui'face of the lower lip presented a 
most dreadful appearance, being tdcerated from 
one angle of the mouth to the other, and a can- 
cerous mass projecting from the entire length 
about one inch, having a hard base, and almost 
blocking up the mouth, (See plate IV. A.) He 
suffered very severe lancinating pain ; general 
health not good. 

November 1 6th. — The mucilage was applied to 
half the surface, and a stomachic mixture ordered. 

November 18th. — To poultice with bread and 
water ; lip painful. 

November 23rd. — Slough has come away, 
leaving a still diseased surface; to repeat the 
application to same part. 

November 25th, — Lip much swollen, with con- 
siderable pain ; health pretty good ; to poultice at: 
night. 

November 28th. — The swelling has subsided, " 
and slough is separating ; to apply mucilage to 
other half of lip. 

December 2nd. — No inflammation about lip, but 
great pain ; to poultice. 
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December 3rd. — Health not good, pulse low ; to 
take bark and nitric acid three times a day, and 
continue poultices. 

December 8th. — A large quantity of the disease 
has come away, but the parts do not look 
healthy. His health is good, and he suffers 
very little pain. 

December 12th. — To use black wash. 

December 19th. — To repeat the application 
of the mucilage. 

December 24th. — To repeat the application. 

December 26th. — To poultice. 

January 2nd, 1865. — The last application 
has caused a slough to separate from one side 
of lip; to use the mucilage to the other half. 

January 4th. — To poultice. 

January 11th. — Slough separated, to use black 
wash; the lip is much softer, and disease is 
checked. 

January 14th. — The lip goes on healing well. 

January 21st. — Lip is much reduced in size, 
and continues softer. Health good. He left the 
hospital for a few days, by permission. 

February 1st. — Lip much softer, and has quite 
healed. The hardnesss is confined to two small 
points, one at the side, the other at the centre. 

February 4th. — To apply mucilage. 

February 8th. — To repeat the application. 

February 11th. — To use bread-and-water 
poultice. 
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February 15th, — To re-apply the mucilage. 

February 17th. — To poultice ; bp swelled and 
painful. 

February 30th. — A slough separated. Black 
wash to be used. 

March lOth. — Lip is now healed, and per- 
fectly healthy. No hardness left, and his health 
excellent. (See plate IV. B.) 

March 18th. — Discharged cured. 

When tliis patient first came under my notice 

1 despaired of doing liim any good ; happily 
the paste proved more powerful than I before 
imagined it. I firmly believe no other plan 
could have saved this rftan's life, the case being 
even much worse than No. 1 . 

It may also be remarked that I used the paste 
to a much larger surface at once than I recom- 
mend. I was guided in this by the appear- 
ance of the disease ; and the result justified the 
means ; but I cannot advise those not thoroughly 
experienced in this treatment to depart fi:om the 
rule laid down in an earlier part of this volume. 

Case No. 15. — James A., labourer, eet. 57, 
from Peters Chalfont, Bucks, admitted into the 
Cancer Hospital May 24th, 1865 ; discharged, 
quite well, June 28th. 

Notes of Case. — A warty epithelial cancer, the^ 
size of a shilling, at the base of the nose, < 
to the inner angle of the left eye ; is a healthy- 
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looking man, temperate, and always enjoyed 
good health; says he has been suffering from 
the disease six years. It began as a small 
pimple, without pain, and has gradually attained 
its present size. None of his relatives have 
suffered from cancer, nor is he aware of having 
injured, the part in any way. 

Drawing A, plate V., was taken on his admis- 
sion. The arsenical paste was then applied to 
the disease ; some swelling and inflammation of 
the surrounding parts was caused, but no great 
pain. Bread-and-water poultices were applied, 
and the disease sloughed away on the 7th of 
June. (Drawing B was taken June 5th). Simple 
dressing was applied, and the ulcer healed, form- 
ing a healthy cicatrix. He left the hospital 
June 28th, quite well. (Drawing C was taken 
June 26th). 

Case No. 16. — The following is introduced, 
not as an example of this treatment, for it was 
not used, the case being hopeless when he 
entered the hospital, but as an extraordinary 
example of unchecked medullary cancer, and to 
illustrate the fact that cancers which in their 
earlier stage appear small and trifling, later on 
become most formidable. 

Joseph N., set. 28, from Oldham, was admitted 
into the Cancer Hospital March 12th, 1858. 

Notes of the Case. — ^His course of life has for 
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the last four years been very irregular, and seven 
years since he had syphilis. The disease is a 
frightfttl cancerous growth, attached apparently 
to the forehead, and exteudmg from thence 
backwards to over a good portion of the scalp. 
Anteriorly it hang8 down in masses over the 
eyes and nose. The disease is reported to have 
commenced about four years ago, as a small 
tubercle, caused by the scratch of a rusty nail, 
which shortly afterwards was accidentally struck 
with a chisel, whilst at work. From this period 
it rapidly increased, and with its increase his 
general health gave way. A homceopathic 
physician, of the name of Phillips, applied nitric 
acid to the cancerous surface, and next resorted to 
paste, recommended by Dr. Fell (chloride of zinc 
and Sanguinarla canadensis), after which some 
bone is reported to have come away, but the 
fungus rapidly grew again, aud became worse, 
and more hideous than ever. WliUst in the I 
Cancer Hospital tlie treatment was as follows : — 

March 12th. — ^A lotion consisting of liquor ' 
plumbi, and acetum distOlatum in equal parts ' 
ordered. Bark and nitric acid to be taken 
internally. 

April 3rd. — A lotion of clJorido of zinc gr. x 
to water ^j to be used freely. 

April 19th. — Nitinc acid applied. 

April 23rd. — Chloride of zinc applied. 

April 29th. — The zinc has formed a hard crust 
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with the lint covering the fungus, and this seems 
to have checked its rapid growth. Death took 
place May 19, 1858. 

The late Dr. Knox^s notes at the post-mortem exami- 
nation. — '' The head presented a very shocking 
spectacle. The fungus covered all the forehead, 
vertex, and sides of the head, and hung down in 
masses over the eyes and nose. On raising these 
up, the nostrils were found to be so compressed as 
evidently to have interrupted all breathing through 
the nose. The right eye appeared to have sunk 
altogether into the orbit, but the disease did not 
involve the integuments of the nose nor the eye- 
lids, and seemed limited in this direction to the 
forehead. In attempting to remove some of the 
mass from the forehead, a very large abscess was 
opened. The disease having been taken away, 
and the frontal bone exposed to view, a portion 
of it was removed, extending from the frontal 
sinuses upwards to the vertex, the pericranium 
over the tower portion of the bone was diseased, 
partaking somewhat of the cancerous character, 
and a perforation was discovered the size of a 
goose-quill ; through this perforation the disease 
penetrated into the interior, communicating with 
a small diseased mass involving to some extent 
the dura mater. In other respects the bone 
seemed healthy, and was merely thinned away 
around the margins of the opening, but nothing 
like caries appeared anywhere. Turning now 
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to the interior or cerebral aspect of the osseoiis 
portion, we find that the dura mater, perfectly 
sound in the upper part, becomes gradually 
diseased on approaching the lower portion in the 
vicinity of the aperture, the bone being more and 
more vascular, but not much thickened, if at all. 
On its outer surface there lay small masses of 
diseased structure, whilst internally similar small 
masses were found apparently embedded in its 
substance, and adhering to the surface of the brain, 
which they had involved to the extent of a filbert. 
On dividing the largest of the tumours, thus 
seemingly originating in the dura mater, its iden- 
tity with those on the exterior of the cranium 
became evident, and the nature of the disease 
was no longer to be questioned. Thus was con- 
firmed the original diagnosis of Dr. Marsden that 
the disease originated in the interior of the head. 
One only of the timaours had perforated the bone 
and thus gained tie surface of the body. A similar 
tumour occupied the right fi-ontal sinus ; this 
seemed also to have made its way from the inte- 
rior near the upper part of the sinus, the lining 
membrane of which, as wcU as the osseous struc- 
ture, was sound, the left sinus presenting simi- 
lar appearances. In both was found a bright 
yellow substance, the brightness of whose colours 
attracted the attention of the attendants during 
the dissection." 



FORMULAE. 98 



FORMULA. 

The following formulae will be found useful in 
the treatment of Cancer. 

No. 1. 

R Tinct. Ferri Perchlor. 

Acid. Phosphor, dil. aa V\ xv. 
Aquae Jij. Misce. 
To be taken twice or three times a day. 

No. 2. 

R Spiritus Chloroformi, HI 40 vel 60. 
Tinct. Cinchonse Comp. 3 j. Misce. 
To be taken in a wineglass of water twice or three times a day. 

No. 3. 
R Acid. Hydrochlor. dil. 

Acid. Nitric dil., aa lU 80. 
Tinct. Cinchonse Comp. Jj. 
Aquae ad. 5viij. Misce. 
Two tablespoonfuls to be taken twice or three times a day. 

No. 4. 

R Quinse Sulph. 

Ferri Sulph. aa gr. ij. 
Acid. Sulph. dil. n\.v. 
Aquae, ^j. Misce. 
To be taken twice or three times a day. 
The above are all good tonics in cancer. The first and fourth 
are specially useful when there is much cachexia, and the second 
when it is desirable to combine a stimxdant with a tonic. 

No 5. 
R Acidi Citrici. 

Potassae Bicarb, aa 5ij. 
Tinct. Aurantii, 5 "vj. 
Aquae, ad. Jviij. Misce. 
Two tablespoonfuls to be taken every three or four hours. 
An excellent saline, and to allay sickness. 
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No. 6. 

J3» Kadicis Crentianse Incisse, 5 iij. 
Kadicis Kbei, Contusse, gr. 40. 
Zinziberis, gr. 20. 
Sodse Bicarbonatis, Jss. 
Aquae Ferventis, Oj. 
Macerate for four hours, and strain. Dose, two or three 
tablespoonfuls twice or thrice a day. An excellent stomachic. 

No. 7. 

R Pulv. Calumbse, 5 ijss. 
Pulv. Rhei, gr. 45. 
Sodse Bicarb. Jss. 
Divide into 14 powders, one to be taken in a wineglass of 
water twice a day. 

Stomachic. After either of the above have been taken for a 
week or ten days, a patient who could not previously bear 
tonics will often do so. 

No. 8. 
R Potassii lodidi, gr. ij. vel v. 
Liq. Potassse, n\.ij. vel v. 
Infusi CinchonsB, Jj. Misce. 
To be taken twice or three times a day. 
Useful in Cancer and Lupus. 

No. 9. 

R Potassse Nitratis, 3 iss. 
Magnes. Sulph. 5 iss. 
Pulv. Khei, gr. xx. Misce. 
Divide into 14 powders. One to be taken every morning, 
or twice a day, in a wineglass of water. A gentle saline 
aperient. It acts more on the bowels if taken fasting early 
in the morning and in half a tumbler of warm water. If a 
stronger dose is required it may be divided into seven powders 
only. 

No. 10. 
R Morphise Hydrochlor. gr. ij. 
Confec. Rosse, q. s. 
Divide into four or six pills— one to be taken at bed time, or 
at any time when pain is severe. 

No. 11. 

R Boracis, ^ss. 
Glycerini, Jij. 
Aquse, ad. Ojss. Misce. 
Make into a lotion. Made also without the sivcerine. 
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No 12. 
R Pulv. Potassse Chlov. 5ss. 

Aquse Fervent, Ojss. Misce. 
Make into a lotion. 
The above are excellent lotions ; or gargles in Cancer of the 
Tongue, Fauces, or Throat. 

No. 13. 
R Acidi Carbolici, 5 j. 

Aquse, S^iij. Misce. 
Make a lotion or injection. 

No. 14. 
R Liq. Plumbi Subacet, ?j. 
Aquse Distil. Ojss. 
Make a lotion or injection. Made also with §j. of Tinct. Opii. 

No. 15. 
R Tinct. Fern Perchlor. §j. vel ij. 

Aquse, Oj. 
Make a lotion or injection. 

No. 16 
R Pulv. Potassae Chlor. ^ss. 
Acid Hydrochlor. TTl 40. 
Aquse, Oj. 
The acid to be poured directly on the Chlorate of Potash, 
and the water added gradually. 
To be used as a lotion or injection. 

No. 17. 
R PotasfiSB Permang, gv. 40 
Aquse, Oj. Misce. 
Make a lotion or injection. 
The above lotions are all useful in cancerous ulceration 
of the breast or other part of the body, and as injections in 
cancerous ulceration of the uterus. Nos. 13, 16, and 17, 
check offensive smell. No. 14 arrests, and allays pain both 
before and alter, ulceration. No. 15 is useful when there 
is a tendency to hsemoiThage, and may be used of any strength ; 
the pure tincture being applied when bleeding is actually 
taking place. 

No. 18. 
R Liquor Arsenicalis, 5 ss. vel 5 j. 
Aquse, 5j. 
Make a lotion. 

Useful in lupus and some forms of cancer. 
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No. 19. 
R Liq. Plumbi. Subacet. 
01 ei Amygdale. 
AquaB Distil, aa J ij. 
To be well mixed by shaking. If properly made the in- 
gredients will not separate on standing, but form a thick, 
cream-like embrocation. 

The above embrocation is of great value in unbroken cancers, 
and should be applied night and morning in the following 
manner, — a piece of lint sufficiently large, when folded double, 
to cover the cancer is to be well saturated with the embroca- 
tion and laid on the tumour, the whole being covered in with a 
piece of oiled silk. 

No. 20. 
R Empl. Plumbi. :. 

Empl. Saponis. 

Empl. Resinse, partes sequales. 
Spread on chamois leather. 
Applied to cancerous, adenoid, and other tumours, and 
allowed to remain on till it drops off. 

No. 21. 
Iron Lint. 
This is made by saturating lint in the tincture of the per- 
chloride of iron and allowing it to dry. It is a very convenient 
way of applying this tincture as a styptic. 

No. 22. 
Zinc Lint. 
Made by steeping lint in a saturated solution of chloride of 
zinc. A convenient way of applying this caustic. If kept in 
a bottle, the virtue of the zinc is retained for some time. 
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